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"translations " by the author are always unobjectionable, but one 
must recognize that they are always reasonable and sound. On the 
other hand, the risk of misinterpretation decreases when the 
historican approaches modern times and especially here we can 
fully appreciate how the technical competence of the author helps 
in giving a good reconstruction of the historical tissue of his 
discipline, As a matter of fact, the chapters devoted to eight- 
eenth century logic are surely the best of the book and most of 
what is said in them should be considered as very good historical 
work. 
Comparing defects and merits of this book, one can conclude 
with a substantially positive judgment: it is surely a good tool 
for working in the field of the history of logic, especially for 
those periods that are usually less known and for the technical 
reconstruction of much of the work done by the past generations. 
If we want to restrict further our consideration to the particular 
field of the algebra of logic, we might say, on the one side, 
that the author has given it perhaps a slightly excessive weight, 
in comparison with other aspects of mathematical logic, but we 
must also admit, on the side, that he has brought to the history 
of this particular part of logic a quite serious contribution. 
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Karl Friedrich Gauss (1777-1855) acclaimed mathematics as 
the queen of the sciences, but many scientists regard it as a 
tool of science, In the People's Republic of China today mathe- 
matics is looked upon as the servant of the people. This does 
not imply that mathematics has lost its importance in China for, 
on the contrary, the author of the book under review points out 
in the Introduction that "perhaps no modern Chinese government 
has been more dedicated or effective in developing China's 
scientific potential than the Communists.... Of all the science- 
orientated subjects in the Chinese curricula, mathematics was 
deemed the most important." The proletarianization of mathe- 
matics education in China, as the author calls it, forms the 
main theme of this book. 
The first chapter of the book begins by giving a historical 
perspective of Chinese mathematics and mathematics education. 
The historical period of indigenous mathematics came to an end 
with the arrival of Jesuit missionaries in Peking in 1601. The 
impact of the West upon mathematics in China from the 17th to 
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the 19th century is discussed. The second chapter deals with 
the educational reform that came early in the 20th century, first 
under the Manchu government between 1903 and 1911, then during 
the Republican Period between 1911 and 1925, and then during the 
Kuomintang Period from 1925 to 1949. The influence was predom- 
inantly American. 
The third, fourth and fifth chapters describe in detail the 
changes that have taken place in the People’s Republic of China. 
After a short period of rehabilitation and consolidation, China 
began to adopt the Soviet system of mathematical education be- 
tween the years 1950 and 1957. This was not to last long, for 
by 1958 China moved away from Russia and became more self-reliant. 
The effects of the “Great Cultural Revolution” on mathematics 
education are examined at great length. In the final chapter 
six, the author discusses the historical evolution of the present 
model of mathematics education in China and how the Chinese 
experience can serve as an example for other developing countries 
in the world. 
A reviewer who is a perfectionist could write pages pointing 
out the shortcomings of this book. He could comment on the 
inadequate attention paid to East Asian sources by the author, 
for example, to the works by Li Yen on Chinese mathematics and 
mathematical education. He could point out that the examples 
of important Chinese mathematical writings of the thirteenth 
century are not quite representative, as the author has over- 
looked the work of Ch’in Chiu-shao, the celebrated 13th century 
mathematician on whom the MIT Press in 1973 published a mono- 
graph by Ulrich Libbrecht. He may look for typographical errors, 
pointing out for example that Hsu Kwang-shi on page 36 should 
read Hsu Kwang-chi. 
However, criticisms like the above are far outweighed by the 
achievements of the author in this book. In spite of political, 
cultural and linguistic barriers and the inability to obtain 
first-hand information by extensive research within the People’s 
Republic of China itself, the author has succeeded admirably 
in presenting a substantial and accurate survey of the state of 
mathematics education in China within these limitations. Suffi- 
cient details, right down to the syllabus, the number of teach- 
ing hours per week and the textbooks used in the schools, are 
supplied to help the reader to evaluate how much mathematics 
was or is being taught in the schools of China. The value of 
the book is also enhanced by the author’s lucid style. The 
book can be warmly recommended to a large audience, not to 
mathematicians alone,, but also to the educators and political 
scientists. 
